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VDIC provides 

An open access reference library stocked with development

publications on Vietnam and Southeast Asia

Access to development related information on the Internet through

computer workstations

Links to public access databases and development-related Web sites

Access to official development agencies' data files through CD-ROMs

Sales of books and documentation on development related themes

Free publications as part of a public information service

A distance learning classroom connected to the Global Development

Learning Network

Exhibition display space

http://www.vdic.org.vn

Vietnam Development Information Center

Center Information

The Vietnam Development Information Center (VDIC) is

a partnership initiative of the World Bank and official

development assistance agencies active in Vietnam.

VDIC has been established to promote the use of and

access to knowledge in order to improve the

effectiveness of development programs in Vietnam.

The center offers a unique range of facilities and

services that stimulates development thinking, provides

access to the latest knowledge and information

available worldwide, and delivers targeted training

courses. Using the center's resources, the general public,

students, researchers and policy makers have an

abundant and ample source of development

information ready for use.

Working with the VDIC

The VDIC welcomes collaboration with individuals, groups and

institutions, through a number of channels:

Direct Contributions: Development Agencies wishing to

promote knowledge and information for development can

make cash or in-kind contributions to support the running

costs of the Center.

Training: Development Organizations or Institutions

conducting training events can rent VDIC facilities and

connect to partners worldwide through the GDLN.

Books and Display: Development Partners can sell their

publications on consignment, donate books to the library,

or place their brochures for free distribution, and can

exhibit their displays on VDIC public display panels.
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Library

The VDIC library is an open access reference library

which stocks books, videos, CD-ROMs, project / policy

reports and general development information from a

wide range of government agencies and official

development agencies working in Vietnam. The library

provides current statistical data and economic, social

and political information on development activities in

Vietnam and Southeast Asia, and has documentation

covering activities over the past five years. All

documents are catalogued on-line using the World

Bank's Global JOLIS catalogue, at the following 

URL:http://jolis.worldbankimflib.org/external.htm

The VDIC collection can be searched in Global JOLIS by

indicating the Vietnam library.

Free Documentation

The center provides information on the activities of

official development agencies and other development

partners working in Vietnam by acting as a one-

stop shop for their public information

materials.

A comprehensive selection of

brochures and booklets containing

assistance strategies, sector

policies, project summaries, and

annual reports is continually

updated and is a rich source of

information about the

activities of Vietnam's official

bilateral and multilateral

development partners.

http://www.vdic.org.vn

Vietnam Development Information Center

Bookstore

The center sells books in English and Vietnamese on a

variety of topics dealing with development in Vietnam

and development issues in general.

VDIC carries flagship publications of a number of

partner development agencies, and sells relevant

development publications on consignment from local

and international publishing houses. In order to

promote access to and use of development literature,

the bookstore operates on a non-profit basis and has

priced the books at a substantial discount to customers.

Internet Access for Development Work

The Internet is an essential tool for accessing global

information in the 21st century. VDIC’s five computer

workstations are available free of charge to the public

to access development information, databases, and

other information resources needed for research

purposes.

Photocopying and laser printing services are available

for 500 VND per page.

Internet Links to Development Websites

VDIC’s website (www.vdic.org.vn) maintains an up-to-

date and extensive list of development related websites

in Vietnam, in the region and around the world,

conveniently grouped into topics ranging from bio-

diversity to gender equality to trade.
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Distance Learning Videoconferencing

VDIC has a specialized training room that allows people

around the world to meet through videoconferencing.

The state-of-the-art interactive classroom also has

facilities that include computers with access to the

Internet, on-line training resources, simultaneous

translation, and other support equipment. VDIC

provides access to distance learning resources

worldwide through the Global Development Learning

Network (GDLN). This is a growing network of academic

and development institutions whose members offer

distance learning courses, seminars and global dialogues

of relevance to developing countries. In a typical

session, participants engage in interactive discussions

with instructors and participants at other Distance

Learning Centers throughout the world, in the

following formats:

Courses comprise up to 40 hours of self-learning,

videoconference and multimedia instruction, and help

participants to construct specific learning outputs from in-

depth learning experiences.

Seminars help participants to focus on specific issues that

need to be explored in response to immediate, short-term

problems or opportunities.

Global Dialogues allow participants from a number of sites

to address pressing issues that call for a common

international agenda and feed into the formulation of a

local policy response.

The distance learning room can accommodate up to 40

people. Because of its limited size and the nature of the

courses offered, participation in distance learning

events is by invitation only.

Information on the GDLN can be found on the Internet

at www.gdln.org.  VDIC is an active member of the GDLN

East-Asia and Pacific Association: www.gdln-eapa.org

Co-Financing Partners

The VDIC and its staff are financed by

contributions from the following

governments and official development

agencies:

Government of Australia 

Government of Canada 

Government of Denmark 

Government of Japan 

United Nations Development Programme - Vietnam  

World Bank Group - Vietnam

National Partners:

The Vietnamese Government's active support of VDIC

operations is coordinated by the State Bank of Vietnam.

Other Government agencies and institutions participate

as beneficiaries and contributors to Center programs.

The academic and research community also play an

important role in the Center's planning and operations

through universities and national research institutions.

International Partners:

VDIC works actively with several partners to provide

information and training on development issues. Many

international development agencies and UN specialized

member organizations donate development-related

materials to the library and co-sponsor distance learning

training courses and other activities with the Center.

http://www.vdic.org.vn

Vietnam Development Information Center

VIDC Brochure 2002-Ha-II  27/6/02  2:16 PM  Page 6



VDIC is conveniently located in central Ha Noi,
across from the historic Opera House.

Opening Hours: 
Monday to Friday, 8 am to 6 pm. 

Closed on major public holidays, and 

subject to change without notice.

Address: 
Ground floor, 63 Ly Thai To Street

Telephone - (84-4) 934-6845 

Fax - (84-4) 934-6847 

E-mail: info@vdic.org.vn
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